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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Boomhower, Michele <Michele.Boomhower@vermont.gov>

Sent: Thursday, October 29, 2015 2:24 PM

To: George, Dean

Cc: Cole, Chris; Tetreault, Richard; Perrigo, Joel; Scribner, Sue; Kathleen Ramsay; 

Boomhower, Michele

Subject: VTrans Feedback on Investigation of a Tunnel Height Less than 21'

Dean, 
 
As a follow-up to our meeting last week we met internally with leadership staff of the Agency on Monday morning.  With 
regards to the interest of the Selectboard in pursuing a design, cost estimate, timeline, and potential approval for a 17’ 
9” tunnel reconstruction height we established the following: 
 

 Only the Legislature or the Transportation Board can authorize the Agency of Transportation to deviate from the 
American Railway Engineering and Maintenance-of-Way Association (AREMA) Standards, which is the standard which the 
State of Vermont has adopted for the construction and maintenance of the State’s rail assets. 
 

 During the 2015 Legislative Session the Legislature, in the Transportation Bill (Act 40), authorized VTrans to deviate from the 
AREMA standard of a 23’ Vertical Clearance height to a minimum 21’ Vertical Clearance height for the Middlebury Tunnel 
Project: 

* * * Middlebury Rail Tunnel Project * * * Sec. 17. MIDDLEBURY RAIL TUNNEL PROJECT Notwithstanding 
5 V.S.A. § 3670(a) and (b), the Middlebury WCRS(23) Project (to replace the existing Merchants Row and 
Main Street bridges over the Vermont Railway line and to lower the grade of the Vermont Railway line) 
may be constructed without the prior approval of the Transportation Board to provide a minimum 
vertical clearance of 21ʹ 0ʺ over the highest track eleva�on, but only if the Agency, Vermont Railway, 
Inc., and any affected municipality agree in writing to the 21ʹ 0ʺ minimum ver�cal clearance. 
 

 If the Town of Middlebury were to request an additional change in the vertical clearance for the Middlebury 
Tunnel Project, the Transportation Board or the Legislature would need to authorize that change, and there 
would need to be concurrence from both the Agency and Vermont Railway.  The Agency will not agree to an 
additional reduction in height and it is expected that Vermont Railway will not agree to a further reduction in 
the vertical clearance. 
 

 In terms of VTrans funding additional analysis of a design, cost estimate and timeline for a project which 
maintains the vertical clearance at the current height (17’ 9”), VTrans is not in a position to authorize the use of 
state or federal funds to pursue this as the height to be analyzed would not be in conformance with the 
authorized vertical clearance for this project.  The Town of Middlebury however, could pursue this analysis using 
local resources. 
 

 With the Federal award of $10 Million this week to invest in the upgrade of the rail system from Rutland to 
Burlington, including an additional $16 Million in State and other Federal resources, it will be important that the 
State moves forward with capital improvements to this rail line which will provide for sustainable rail service 
over the next 75-100 years – the anticipated life cycle of these investments.   
 

Please let me know if I can provide you any additional information.  We look forward to learning more about the 
updated cost estimates and schedule in early November. 
 
Michele 
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PLEASE NOTE MY NEW EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW! 
 
Michele Boomhower 
VTrans Director of Policy Planning & Intermodal Development 
1 National Life Drive 
Montpelier, VT  05633-5001 
802-828-5753 Desk 
802-505-3480 Cell 
Michele.Boomhower@vermont.gov  
 


